SPECIALISM   AND   PREVENTIVE   MEDICINE
Otology and Laryngology
Although otology has been recognized as a separate branch
of medicine for little more than a century, the intricacies of aural
anatomy attracted anatomists of every generation. Eustachius
and Fallopius imprinted their names upon the organ of hearing,
but the first monograph containing any reference to diseases of
the ear was the little book, Traite de Forgone de Vouie (1683), by
J. G. DUVERNEY (1648-1730), Professor of Anatomy in Paris.1
It was translated into German (1732) and English (1748), and
gave a clear account of the current knowledge, though treatment
at that time was practically non-existent. Another name familiar
to every otologist is that of ANTONIO VALSALVA (1666-1723)5
whose Tractatus de aure humana was published at Bologna in 1704.
The treatment of deafness by " Valsalva " inflation was carried
a step further when Guyot, a postmaster of Versailles, invented
the Eustachian catheter and used it to relieve his own deafness.
Various efforts were made to establish otology on a scientific
basis by such men as JOHN CUNNINGHAM SAUNDERS, who also
practised ophthalmology, and founded in 1805 the " London
Dispensary for Curing Diseases of the Eye and Ears," which later
became the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital (Moorfields).2 The first
hospital exclusively devoted to diseases of the ear was established
in 1816 by an unqualified practitioner, JOHN HARRISON CURTIS,
and it eventually was named the Royal Ear Hospital.8 Curtis
deserves credit for the enterprise, although he appears to have
been " profoundly ignorant even of the anatomy of the ear,"
and treated all cases by syringing, using an enormous instrument
like a garden syringe.
Another pioneer of oto-laryngology was JAMES YEARSLEY (1805-
1869), who deserves mention as the discoverer of the artificial
tympanum, and as one of the first to point out that deafness may
arise from affections of the nose and throat. Yearsley was the
first qualified medical man to practice oto-laryngology as a
specialist in London. In 1838 he founded the Metropolitan Ear
and Throat Hospital in Fitzroy Square. He was the originator
of the Medical Circular (1852) and one of the founders of the
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